
Pay your course fees
We cannot issue a CAS until we have received your first year’s 
fees in full.

Complete your course application

Check visa processes and visa 
processing times in your country of 

residence

Check that you have enough money 
in your bank to meet the maintenence 

funding evidence

Receive an unconditional offer of 
study and accept it

Have an interview with the SAE Visa 
Officer on Skype

Provide scans of any documents 
needed for your application

Receive a CAS number from
the SAE Visa Officer

Complete your visa application online 
and pay your fee

Print out and complete 
PBS appendix 8

Book an appointment at your nearest 
Visa Application Centre (VAC) if 

needed in your country

Submit your application form, 
supporting documents and passport, 
either in person at the VAC or by post

Check your visa details are correct

How to Get a T4 Study Visa
with SAE Institute

This must include your English language test, IELTS, from a UKVI 
approved test center if you are not from a majority English 
speaking country.

You can make a visa application 3 months before your course 
start date.

For London, this is a minimum £11,952, which you must have 
held for at least 28 days. For Oxford, Liverpool and Glasgow this 
is a minimum of £9,594, which you must have held for at least 28 
days.
For more information, see the T4 migrant guidance, paragraph 
188, 207, 209, 210, 215.

This includes proof of funding, and for some countries a TB 
Certificate. Any documents not in English must be formally 
translated.

The latest we will issue a CAS is four weeks before the start of 
the course.
You must have completed all the steps above before we can 
issue a CAS.

At busy times of year it can sometimes take days or weeks to 
get an appointment.

Visa processing normally takes 2-3 weeks - sometimes longer at 
busy times of year.
Supporting documents will include any qualifications we used to 
assess your application, including translations and maintenance 
evidence that has been checked by SAE.

The visa (vignette) in your passport will be dated for a brief 
window of 30 days to allow you to collect your BRP. Your BRP 
should be dated to four months after the end of the course.
Please note that you will need to pick up your BRP (biometric 
residency permit) when you arrive in the UK within 2 weeks.   
You may also need to register with the police.

Travel to the UK from
the‘valid from’ date

on your Visa

https://www.gov.uk/tier-4-general-visa/knowledge-of-english
https://www.gov.uk/tier-4-general-visa/knowledge-of-english
https://www.gov.uk/tier-4-general-visa/knowledge-of-english
https://www.gov.uk/tier-4-general-visa/knowledge-of-english
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/applicationforms/pbs/Tier4migrantguidance.pdf
http://uk.sae.edu/en-gb/content/14629/Making_a_Payment
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/immigration-rules-appendix-t
https://www.visa4uk.fco.gov.uk/
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/applicationforms/visas/vaf9-app81.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/tier-4-general-visa/documents-you-must-provide

